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HE: pictovial features and the
m=tory of the River ;'oad. which
leads west from the Rockville
road at Tenleyvtown, are not to

be exhausted in the course of a single
ramble, or, for that matter, in the
course of several rambles A weekh o1
0 ago the Rambler told of his trip
over a =ection of this very old high-
way and earrfed his narrative as far
as Henry Loughborough's stone house,
a part of which was an Indian trading
post in that remote time when such
things woere to be met with in the
country aroumd Washington. Liast

Sunday the walk led past that old gras

house, with its everzreen screen and
shade of pine=s and vedars, and farther
along the Hiver road to the valley of
Willetts branch, which is  the mnext
vatercourse to be crossed after you
have turned vour back on Little Falls
hraneh

After erossing  Willetts  branch  ami
iscending to the higher ground on the
westwird side you come to an small
house with rough stone chimneys,
which stands on the left of the roud.
Fhat house ever so long ago, and no
one seems able to find out how lomg

ago, was known as the Spinning Whee
Tavern. It was the Spinuning Wh
Tavern a good many vears before t
coming on of the American revolution

¥
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Local antuguarians have T
delve to the time of the erec-
tion of that house, but have given over
the tas=k, saying that they are sure it
was standing there and doing a thriv-
ing trade with the wagoners and stuge
woach passengers traveling between
~ast and west when what is now Mont-
zomery county was a part of Prince
1reorges county. Monitzomery county
wage ereated in 1775 and the Spinning
Wheel Tavern was an institution then.

sought

back

This house has been the subject of
particular inguiry by Mrs, Henry
Loughborough and by Mrs. Frankstone.
who lives on the Bell Mill road, about
four mile= west of the tavern, as well
#s by members of other old Maryland

families who are actively interested in

the Society of the Daughters of the
ymerican Revelution and its work.

The Rambler stopped at the tavern
for a rest and a chat with the people
who live there today and whoe have
long lived there. The head of the fam-
v is Jehu (neot John) Willett. Mrs.
Willett iz the daughter of Eachel Shoe-
maker and Thomas Trean, and the

Deans owned the tavern as far back as
its history can be traced, which is to
1775. Mrs. Willett's father was Thomas
Dean, his fiather was Thomas Dean
and hiz father was also Thomas Dean,
who was running the Spinning Wheel
Tavern at the outbreak of the Ameri-
can revolution and who became a po-
triot soldier in the independence cause,

It was called the Spinning Wheel
Tavern because its sign was a spin-
uing wheel, which in those times was
understood as a symbol of industry
and thrift. Some taverns were the
“Herd Horse,” the "“White Horse,'- the
“Blue Dragon,” the “Boar’s Head,” the
“{30lden Pheasant.,” etc., but this tav-
ern, & few milee west of the spot on
which the capital of a new nation was
to rise, was the Spinning Wheel. That
device was in the second-story window,
above the main door, fronting the
pike. When the house was partly re-
modeled, just after the close of the
ecivil war, the spinning wheel was re-
moved and nobody with whom the
Rambler has talked about this subject
knows what became of it.

»
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Mrs. Willett remembers when the
road by the tavern was lined by trains
of wagons, and she has heard her
father tell of the great business done
there before people began to travel on
such new-fangled devices as railroads.
Hundreds of travelers have been to-
zether at this tavern at one time, for
it was then a larger structure than the
picture shows, the present house being
a part of the ancient roadside inn.
Several vears ago the Rambler wrote

KEEPING

AR i= an unhealthful occupa-
tion. An army, as a rule,
loses more men by disease

than by casualties in action.
Musses of men assembled in military

TAtIps arg apt to breed disease.

The only effective soldier the
healthy soldier; the invalld is not only
ineffective, but he ia a distinet drag
on his healthy comrades, and, hence, to
military operations.

From a military, from humanit-
tarian and from an economic point of
view that army has the highest
percentage of healthy men in It is the
hest army.

Silly, i=n't it, to waste space Btating
thege self-evident truths?

Sti11, it is only in recent years that
their full significance was appreciated
n thi=z and eother countries. The old
establighed military idea was= that the
medical departments of armies were to
1ake care of the sick and wounded.
The fact that there are advays more

is

“

w hich

sick than wounded in the course of
centuriea finally impressed itself on
governing bordies. Hence the new

military idea is to kKeep men well. It
makes less patients
-
= ®
Keeping men well, then, has become
the distinet function of the medical
department of the United States Army
eince the Spanish-American war of
1835. Really wonderful things have
been accomplished In that direction.
An example: In 1588 there were
000 cages of typhoid fever among the
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216,000 American troops in the fleld.
During 1912 out of a total force of
“=ome A7,000 men in all branches, in-
cluding the troops in the FPhilippines,
those in China, thoxe on the Panama
i'anul Zone, those of the Porto Rico
regiment, these in Hawail and those in
Alaska, there were but four cases of

typhoid. Two of them were acquired by
recruits before Joining the army.

Consider the fact that during the
vear 10,000 of these men were in camp
along the Texas border and that during
thut time not a case of typhoid occurred
among them.

Hesults like that tell what preventive

medicine means. To get the results In
official language, listen to the words
of Brig. Gen. Willlam . Gorgas, sur-
geon general of the United States
Army;

““The great reduction in the amount
of preventahis disease foreshadows

Ereatl economies 1o the governmenlt as
practical application ia developed. Unti)
comparativels recently the duties of
miedleal officers were almaost entirely
confined to the care of the z=ick and
wonunded In keeping with modern
tendencies, speclalizution has developed
and to their former duty is now added
that of sanitary science with the prac-
tice of preventive medicine in the fleld
and garrison, the handling and disposal
of the sick arnd wounded in campaign,
and the variou= specialties of the «¢i-
vilian physiciun and surgeon. All this
requires preparation and training un-
known In past vears.'

-
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Medical officers are very fond of re-
ducing things to statistical bases.

What they call the “non-effective rate”
i% the true index of the loss of an army
from disease and injury. This rate in-

dicates the average number of men in
each 1,000 incapacitated for duty each
day during the year. For the Ameri-

WILLETT FAMILY AT

a story of a trip through the country
west of the American Univereity and
over the fields through which no roads
#t that time led. On that trip he came
upon a little cemetery, fenced in with
iron pickets, but upgrown with a tan-
gle of vines. It was a Shoemaker
burying ground and he copied a1 num-
ber of the epitaphs. Last Sunday, when
Mrs. Willett said that her mother was
Iachel Shoemaker of that neighbor-
hood, the Rambler recalled the little
cemetery which he had come upon long

before. Mrs. Willett knew all about it.
The people sleeping there were her
people. Rachel Shoemaker was the

daughter of Samuel Shoemaker, and a
good many years ago the Shoemaker
family owned a number of farms in
thiat territory, their land extending
from the Rockville pike to the receiv-
ing reservoir near the District line.
There were the farms of Samuel Shoe-
maker and of his brothers, Isaac,
David, Charles and Jonathan.

The Willetts have several children,
#and one of the sons, with his wife and
children, lives in a house back from
the River road and a few hundred
vards distant from the Spinning Wheel
Tavern. The Rambler invited the whole
family to stand before his camera,

After saying farewell to the Spinning
Wheel Tavern and its folks the Ram-
bler resumed his ‘westward way along
the River road. Crossing another
branch and climbing another hill you
see near the top of this hill, and on the
left of the way, a high bank, matted
with brambles and honevsuckle, and
growing on top of the bank is a big
cedar tree. There is a swinging gate
amd a long lane leading back to a
house with steep roof, stone walls
and dormer windows, and feeling that
something interesting lay that way the
Rambler pushed open the creaking
gate and trudged down that long lane,

x®
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Living there now is W. B. Stacks. He
has been there about twenty-five years,
and living there before him was
James H. Daliley, whose daughter be-
came Mrs. Stacks. Before it came to
be known as the Dailey place it was
the Posey place, and was in possession
of a branch of that old southern Mary-

land family for many years, just how
many the Rambler could not find out,
because in that locality the old settlers
the Rambler met with do not seem toc
preserve a very distinct remembrance
of the Posevs who lived there, but

some time this part of the history of
the place will come out. Mr. Stacks
said that some of the women interested
in nethghorhood history had tvld him
that the house was built about a hun-
dred and eixty years ago and its gray
stone walls seem to support that esti-
mate,

Leaving the Posey place and contin-
uing westward yvou pass a great tract
of land on the right of the road posted
over the name Hardy. He is a farmer
and dairyvman and Jdives in a village-
like cluster of white bulldings far back
from the rvoad. Thesze Hardy lands
formerly belonged to the Counselman
family, and en the road near the end
of the walk which led to the cars at
Cabin John, the Rambler came up with
a nephew of the Counselman who at
one time owned rthose long stretches of
flelds and woods.

E 1
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Patent Office Fires.

GITATION over the fire danger In
the patent office brought to the
Rambler recollections of the great fires
of September 24, 1877, and December
15, 1836, In a recent report to the
House of Representatives the commis-
sioner of patents said that “‘the
crowded condition of the patent office,
which has been called to the attention
of Congress, is steadily growing worse
and the danger of fire is very serious.”

Only a few days after that report
was sent to Congress fire broke out in
a storage room in the subbasement
on the G street side of the bullding.
The blaze, which was discovered soon
after 1 o'clock on the morning of Feb-
ruary 24, was due, it was believed, to
crossed electric wires,

The Rambler, to refresh his memor:
of the historic fires and to reproduce
in these columns the known facts con-
cerning them, wrote to the commis-
sloner of patents for Information. The
letter found its way to the chief clerk,
and through his stenographer, who is
also an enthusiastic walker, the Ram-
bler secured the loan of a wvaluable
pamphlet entitled “An Account of the
Destruction by Fire of the North and
West Halls of the Model Room in the
United States Patent Office Building on
the 24th of September, 1877, Together
with a History of the Patent Office
from 1790 to 1877. Illustrated.” This

SPINNING WHEEL TAVERN. %

POSEY,

-

SPINNING
pamphlet was issued at Washington,
presumably by the patent office, Octo-
ber 23, 1877, and the copy before the
Rambler appears to have been loaned
to him by U. E. McElroy.

-
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In the matier of the earlier disaster

to the patent office this old record

gives the information that on the

morning of the 15th of Decemnber, 1536,
the post office building was discovered
to be on fire, and although many of the

WHEEL TAVERN

ON RIVER ROAD.

archives of the general Post Office De-
partment were saved, not a thing was
preserved in the patent office, save one
volume from the library, of little value
to any one. There is no graphic de-
scription and very little on record of
interest in reference to this importan?
event.

It is related in this old publication
that “Mr. William Steiger, who is liv-
ing (1877) and was a clerk in the of-
fice and resided on B street, directly
opposite the patent office, says that he
wuas awakened about half-past 3

STACK'S PLACE WEST OF TENLEYTOWN.

o'clock in the morning by the in-
formation that the office was on fire.
He dressed himself and ran out, and,
although the fire had evidently been
burning some tlme, only four or five
persons were on the ground. He as-
cended the steps of the patent office
building and tried to get in at the east
door, but could not do it on account
of the dense smoke issuing from it
He then made efforts to spread the
alarm, running down to Pennsylvania
avenue and from there to C street,
where the commissioner lived. When
he and the commissioner returned to
the bullding they made efforta to reach
the patent office, but the flre had made
such progress that their attempts were
futile, and everything waa destroyed.”

The House and Senate committees on
post offices and post roads submitted.
January 20, 1837, a report on the de-
struction of the patent office, in which
they said that they had examined
thirty-two persons, and that the evi-
dence taken was conclusive that the
fire originated in the cellar under the
city poat office, but In which room
they were unable to say with certainty.
They were also unahble to charge the
fire to any particular cause, although
they remarked that the ashes which
came from the wood fires about the
building were stored in & pine box,
holding from fifteen to twenty bushels.
This box was in a room in which the
patent office had its winter wood
stored.

“It is in evidence,” the committee re-
marks, “that, a year before, flre had
been discovered in this box, but had
been extinguished before any damage
was done, and it ls posaible that the
fire originated In this box.” A corre-
spondent of the New York Journal of
Commerce, ascribing the fire to the
ash box, wrote: “These ashes are the
perquisites of some of the minor of-
ficials and were gathered in the cellar
until they were called for by the pur-
chasers. And when it is remembered
that the dry pine wood used for
kindling the fires was stored In the
same room, there seems to be no neces-
sity for resorting to supposed incen-
diarism in accounting for the mischlef.”

®
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December 19, 1836, on motion of Sena-
tor Ruggles of Maine a committee of
five was appointed to examine and re-
port the extent of the loss and to con-

sider what measures ought to be adopt-
ed to repair the loss and to eatablish

such evidences of property in patented
inventions as the. destruction of the
models and drawings may have ren-
dered necessary for 1s securlity. The
committee made its report Januarv 9,
1837, and a brief extract from that re-
port follows:

‘The patent office contained the largest coliec-
tion of models in the world. It was an ohject
of just pride to every Awmerican able lo appre-
clate {ts value as an item in the estimate of pa-
tlonal character or the advantages and benerits
derivable from high lmprovement in the useful
arts—a pride which must now stand rebuked by
the improvidence which exposed so many me-
morials aod evidences of the superiority of
Awerican genlus to the destroctlon which has
overtaken them.

The number of models was about 7,000. Many
of them displayed great talent, ingenuity and me-
chanical sclence.  The great American  inveo-
tions, pertaining to the sploning of cotton and
wool and the mapufacture of fabrics, In many
respects excesd those of any other nathm, and
reduced so much the cxpense of manufacture that
the British mmoufacturers were reluctantly
obliged, at the expense of no little natiooal poide,
to lay aslde thelr own machioery and adopt our
improvements to prevent our underselling them
even in their home market. In this department
ware the inventions of Browne, Thorpe, oforth,
Coutlliard, Calvert and some others. The hean-
tiful operative model of Wilkinson's machine for
munufacturinz weavers' reeds by one operiation
was considered one of the most ingenlous me-
chanlcal combloations ever iovented. Of this
character was Whittemore's celebrated machine
for making wool cards. There were sevelal
models of valuable improvements in shearing and
napping cloth fnteut to Swift, Stowell, Dewey,
Parsons, Daniels and others.

In spother department were several models
of mechines for maoufacturing cut and wronght
nalls. The machinery for this purpose, which
has redoced so much the price of that lmportant
article, was of purely American origin snd was
invented by Briggs, Perkine, Heed, Odioroe and
severnl others.

That report tells of other models—
those of American inventions in the
use of steam and of agricultural ma-
chinery and implements—which were
lost. It is interesting to note that the
model of Fulton's steamboat was not
in the patent office, the report setting
forth that “The name of Fulton is as-
sociated with one of the noble efforts
of genius and science. It has often
been regretted that no model was pre-
served of his steamboat, which was the
first to demonstrate the practicability
of mzaking steam subservient to the pur-
poses of useful navigation. There was,
however, deposited in the patent office
a volume of drawings, elegantly exe-
cuted by his own hand, delineating the
various parts of the machinery he em-
ployed, and embracing three beautiful
representations of his steamer making
its first triumphant struggle against
the opposing current of the Hudson.
¢ % ¢ Tt contained also an account of

THE ARMY WELL IS THE JOB OF SURGEON GENERAL

Man Who Abolished Yellow Fever in Cuba and Made Panama Livable Accomplishes Wonder-
ful Results in Preserving Health of Soldiers—For the First Time in History Has Kept Dis-
ease Out of Large Military Camps—Nation’s Defensive Forces Better Prepared Than Ever
to Vanquish Disease, Always a More Potent Enemy Than Human Foes, in Any War That
May Come—Keeping Men Well Has Become a Distinct Function of the Medical Depart-
ment of the United States Army Since the Spanish-American War.

can army in the last fiscal year, the
rate was 23,97, the lowest ever record-
ed for the army.

A poldier who mashed his thumb in
tacking up a picture in the post ex-
change figures in the *“non-effective
rate™ for the time being; so does the
soldier who irritates a temperamental
mule and gets kicked in the abdomen;
80 does the roldier who shocks his well
regulated stomach into revolt by tak-
ing into it, on day’'e leave, substances
in character and quantity never In-
tended for human digestion.

Still, the day's of soldiers
figuring in the non-effective rate last
yvear was less than twentyv-four out of
every thousand. Some  things, like
the mule's kKivk, perhups cannot be pre-
vented. What can be prevented the
mediecal department of the army pre-
vents, and that is disease.

Suggest to Gen. Gorgas, that modest,
white-haired, gentle, =elf-effacing but
world-famous officer, sitting at his
desk in the War Department, that he
and the medical department he com-
mands are solely responsible for the
extraordinary advances the American
army has made in recent years in the
job of keeping well, and he {s shocked.
He insists that full credit ahall be giv-
en to the line officers for what they
have done.

“They,” he inslsts, “impressed with
value of the leazons of camp sanitation
and preventive precautions, have be-
come enthusiastic supporters of these
advances, and are hardly second to
medical officers in their knowledge and
cxperience in such matters.”

And right there, as he explains, is the
secret of the whole thing. A epirit has
been Infused into the American soldier,
be he officer or private, that makes
him just as proud of his ability to keep
well as to perform soma etrictly mili-
tary duty in perfect form. That makes
for efficiency.

-
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No longer i1s “camp fever,” otherwise
tvphus, looked upon as something in-
evitable in the scheme of military life
it the open. Every American soldier
now knows that typhus, which in wars
piast has killed far more troops than
human enemies ever did, is communi-
cated by the hody louse, Soldiers In
the civil war did not know that. They
regarderd the “army gravback™ as some-
thing inevitable; annoying, true, but
not # Ferious mMensce. Today the
soldier from the day he enters the serv-

ice in taught to make war on this
parasite.
Modern military training in the

American ariny, in other words, spells
training in personal hygiene. “Teach-
tng men to take care of themselves,” i3
the way the soldier expresses It

Teaching men to take care of them-
selves occupies a larger place today
in military tralning in America than
teaching them to march in perfect
alignment did In an earlier day. Keep
clean, keep your feet in good condl-
tion, keep your stomach and digestive
apparatus functioning properly, avold
susplcious drinking water, do not let
Jitter and filth and garbage accumulate
about vour camp, but destroy them in-
stantly, These ure a few of the pre-
cepts of the modern military command-
er. They are regurded, strictly from a
military point of view, of higher con-
sequence than any other, save the car-
dinal ones of “shoot straight” and “obey
orders.”

Of course, it would be absurd to say
that American soldlers are in advance
of all of the rest of the world in this
respect. Gen. Gorgas makes no such
claim. Japan, with a theroughly well
organized medical department, in_ the
Manchurlan campaign demonstrated the

military value of camp sanitation and
preventive medicine as it had never
been demonstrated by any army before.

And Kitechener, whose ingistence on
long training of green troops in Kng-
land before he will send them to the

continent is a matter of general com-
ment, is concentrating that tralning
really on just two things: how to take
care of one's self and how to shoot,
the first, of course, involving that es-
sential subject of camp sanitation.

*
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In all great wars, as Gen. (Gorgas or
any other student will tell you, the
one problem of taking care of the
wounded always swamps the medical
corps. Not yet has any army got to
the point of possessing an adeguate
organization for this one job. Hence,
as Irving Cobb and other European
war observers have sald, the theater
of the war In Europe is one vast
stench, which means inadequate facil-
ities for treating the wounded aund
taking care of the dead. Epidemic is
the certain result.

But—and here {8 the ideal of the
medical department of the American
army — teach unceasingly the lessons
of military sanitation and personal
hygiene until the resulting practices
become habit, and strive to bulld the
department to the point where, in the
event of war, It will be able to dis-
prove history and fail to break down
under the strain.

Fortunately the mobile American
mind in the rank and file of the army
has grasped the modern idea, perhaps
more comprehensively than it has
been grasped in any other present-day
army. The result is the hearty co-
operation throughout the mervice
mentioned by Gen. Gorgas in the words
quoted above.

But, with all due respect to Gen.
Gorgas' modesty, the fuct remains that
the present low ineffective rate in the
American army, the high health rate,
the new respect for disease preventive

meagures, all are due direetly to the
activities of the medical department of
the army, and, in & very large meas-

ure, to the activities of Uen. Gorgas
himaelf. )

What Gorgas did in Cuba pointed the
way to what might be accomplished,
He went into Cuba in 1898 as a major

and surgeon. He remained, He cleaned
up Havana, and then he cleaned up
Cuba. He eliminated yellow fever.

-
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Now, back in 1763 the British cap-
tured Cuba. They whipped the Span-
ish and took possession. But yellow
fever and other tropical disecases

whipped the British and whipped them
soundly. ©Old Yellow Jack made Ha-
vana too hot to hold them. They had
to surrender to him and get out. Were
the Americans, the succeeding foreign
invaders, 135 years after, also to be

COL. WILLIAM C.
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defeated by Yellow Juaek? They were
no better prepared than the British

were. As tien. Gorgas has set forth
the =ituation:

“We were handicapped by lack of
tralning and experience. We had had
practically no experience in the tropics.
While we had gone into Mexico in 1546,
there was little of the knowledge then
existing of tropical diseasea that has
since been accumulated in India, Af-
rica, Eastern Asia and tropleal Amer-
ira. Nor did the memory of what we

GORGAS, T.
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may have learned in Mexico come down
to us fifty-two years later. The great
development of preventive medicine
was not then In a stage convenient for
practical application. The people were
not educated up to its ideas.”

Gorgas began his war on Yellow
Jack immediately on his arrival. Flrst,
Havania became clean. Then the mos-
quito that bears the infection of yel-
low fever was destroved. Yellow Jack
went down to his first defeat.

Then, when the construction of the

»

Panama canal began, Gorgas, who had
leaped to the front as an authority on
tropical diseases, went down there and
made the Canal Zone lilvable for the
white man. Never had such a thing
been done before.

Meantime, the lessons of Havana and
Cuba which Gorgas and his colleagues
in the medical department had dem-
onstrated impressed themselves on the
army. Camp sanitation and military
hygiene became to the fighting officer
and man something more than abstract
phrases. The results were before their
eyes. Respect for medical officers went
up tremendously.

Theretofore the attitude of the average
fighting man toward the army surgeon
was mueh the same as his attitude
toward the regimental chaplain. The
surgeon and the chaplain were handy
tq have around when one was sick or
wounded, but so far as the surgeon
having any real military valukwhz_".
the idea was absurd. The surgeons
discourses on camp sanitation were
listened to tolerantly. His suggestions
as to camp sites and water and dls-
posal of refuse and filth were heeded
only when it was easy to heed them.
At other times “the exigencles of the

military situation” were the only
things considered.

L 3
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If the Spanish-American war and ita
resulting other tropical campaignsa

taught the American army nothing
else, however, it taught the value of
camp eanitation by deadly, direful ex-
ample. When the boys from home in
the volunteer regiments died like sheap
in camps at Chickamaugua and else-
where in the United States, as well as
abroad, the country was horrified.

As a result of it all, and primarily
as the result of what Gorgas and other
medical officers demonstrated practi-
cally, there was a ewift readjustment
of military organization which brought
the medical officers into greater power
and authority. .

Today the selection of a camp site is
not left to the engineer or the quarter-
master as it once was. The medical
man must be consulted. Today the
commissary is not the whole thing in
determining what the men shall eat
and drink and wear. Again the medi-
cal man is respectfully consulted. He
has & military status he never had be-
fore.

And the medical man shows results.
Camps on the Texas border prove this.
It is a demonstrable fact that never in
the world's history did so many sol-
diers remain 80 long in camp with
such a low non-effective rate. The
camp no longer is a disease breeder.

To the increased milltary power and
authority given to the medical officers
is due the introduction of compulsory
inoculation to immunize against ey-
phoid. Voluntary inoculation intro-
duced in 1909 produced striking re-
sults; compulsory inoculation came in
1911. Since then this great foe of
humanity, which snnually causes some
25,000 deaths and about 250,000 cases

in the civilian population of the United
States, has been practically non-ex-
istent in the army.

-
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What the army medical men can «do
when they have a chance is graphi-
cally told by Gen. Gorgas in facts re-
garding the 5,000 DMexican federal
troops and their camp followers of
both sexes, that fled across the bor-
der after the battle of Ojinaga January

1 and 2, 1914, and were interned at
Fort Bliss and Fort Wingate., Typhoid
and s=mallpox were rife among them
when they came with their accumulat-
ed filth.

They were compelled to build a sani-
tary camp. Then in one day 4,043 of
them were lined up and inoculated
against typhoid and vaccinated. These
diseases promptly ceased. Since then

liave been ad-
medical of-

the health conditions
mirable, for the American
ficers are always on the joh. No sim-
ilar number of Mexicans in Mexico
ever had such a low death and disease
rate as these people possessed.

Gen. Gorgas has in the medical de-
partment, which he commands, some
5,000 people. They are divided as fol-
lows: Medical officers, 426; medical re-
serve officers on active duty, %1; con-
tract surgeons, 16; commissioned den-
tal surgeons, 28; contract dental sur-
geons, 39; Army Nurse Corps, 150; Hos-
pital Corps, 4,055; civil employes, 230,

Wherever there are American sol-
diters the medical department is repre-
sented, watching over, guarding, pro-
tecting the health of the men.

But, Gen. Gorgas polnts out, his or-
ganization is barely adequate to do
the work it should do In time of peace.
1t is still far from being ready to meet
the emergencies of war. No insurance
is taken against the future. True, some
things have bean done. _

For example, every military unit is
now supplied with a stock of medical
supplies, and enough are held in reserve
to supply an army of 250,000 men. But
with military experts talking of an
army of at least a million in the event
of war, thia is not large, though vastly
better than in 1898. Then when war
came there Were no reserve supplies.
Some of those ordered were mot deliv-
erd until six months after the procla-
mation of peace. So far, then, the sit-
uation has been improved.
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Archaic lawa and regulations still re-
main as a handlcap In places. If war
should come—and this is something
constantly being put up to the medical
department by both official and clti-
zen inquirers—it is far from being in
=hape to expund to the demands of the
situation. Its dependence would have
to be in trying to provide enough train-
ed men to pull through the untrained,
and a ver considerable dependence
would be the tralned regulars of the
purely fighting branch to pass on Lo
the recruits their knowledge of hygiene
and sanitation.

“Of the regulars,” said Gen. .Gorgas,
in discussing this matter, “all but the
recruits will average one to three yeurs
of experience that has taught them
how to take care of themselves in fleld
and camp. Among the volunteers some
considerable experience exists as a re-
sult of maneuver camps and the Span-
ish war—many veterans of that war
being in the militla. There will be a
considerable proportion of green men
to be taught camp sanitation, as well
as given military Instruction. Much
of this will be given in concentration
camps.

“Fortunately, most of the officers of
the volunteers will be men who are
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water al o greator or leam spesd Tht
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In the old record =iy Lien ope "
the Rambler's table it 8 recite
“Shortly after 11 ovclock oo Mondas
the 24th of September, 1877, an ala

of fire was sounded. 1t was soop |

lowed by the general alarm  Hut
attention was glven to it by the pe.
ple until the rumor few through 1!

city that the patent oM s was on fire

Columne of smoke wnere: seen lwsying
from its roof and a shower of Mg
cinders gave evidence thut o seriogs

fire had begun lts work 1t seemed »

most incredible, however, that 1t could
do muech damage 1o the beautifu
bullding upon which 1t had fastens
ftmelf. Yetsthe fact that so importan
i mgovernment ediflee was o0 thie

created great excitement.”

There was a vain bellef that the pu
ent office was fireproof, yet the roof
sheathing, the purlines, trusses . .
ceiling were pine Under the sout
end of the roof on the %th sireet =ids
was a conservatory for the winter care
of plants, and the wulls, shelving »
flooring of this

room wieres W
North of the conservatory und ext
ing to G street was a4 room in owh
were stored 12,000 rejected models

The staging and shelving in this lot:
like room were wood. Beneath the |

flammable roof and the loft full o
inflammable material was the mode
room, which ocrupied the third flun

of the building. The model cases wers
pine wood and glage, and in the ha!
were 200,000 models of inventions,
many historic curios and memento.
and the necleus of the National :aller .
of Art.
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The origin of the fire was tever de-
termined. There were various theorive
When the engines arrived there was
long delay in getting water on ths
fire. The firemen were obliged to cary:
their hose up two stalrwayvs anii
through 500 feet of hot and smok:
corridors before a stream was turned
on, and entrance to the loft, where the
fire was flercest, was by & narrow and
crooked stairway. There was also
trouble with the water pressure, the
fire being eighty feet above the sireet
The whole west wing was ablaze be-
fore the lines of hose began their plas
on the flames. After half an hour of
fighting Washington ecalled for hely
from other places, and an engine from
Alexandria and four engines from Bal
timore came as fast as special trains
could bring them. There was greut
activity on the part of the peopie
the patent office in removing buoks,
papers and such other valuables as
they could. At about 2 o'clock In the
afternoon it appeared that the fire-
men were getting the flames under
control. Great efforts had been put
forth to keep the buildings on the op-
pogite sides of 9th and G street frow
taking fire, and a small army of meu
were busy wetting down their roois
and fronts. Detachments of regular soi-
diers and marines and of the District
militia were ordered to the scene of the
fire to hold in check the crowds and
keep guard ofer the entrances to the
building. All night they remained o
guard, while officers and clerks of the
patent office worked in replacing in the
undestroyed part of the building the
things which they had removed fro:
the burning building. The engines
pumped all night.

The roof and the model rooms and
their contents, on the west and north
sides were destroyved. In those two
halls were 87,000 models, among them
being several thousand known as
“pending” or “issue” cases. So much
material impossible to replace was de-
stroyed that no effort was ever made
to estimate the loss by the fire in dol-
lars and cents,

GORGAS

impressed with the value of sanitation
in the field. They and the regular of-
ficers and older soldiers will quickly
instruct the new men in the habits so
essential to health in camp. There ex-
188, then, a yeast to leaven the whole
that was absent in 186
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Some of the things most needed are
described by Gen. Gorgas as follows:

“The reorganization of the hospital
corpe is essentinl if its eMciency is to
be preserved. The organizstion of sev-

eral new field hospitals und ambulance
companies in 19814 oniy in part rem-
edies the glaring detoet observed

the shortage of mobile sanitury units.
COur present personiel permits onld
one-hallfl of the regular army in Lhe
field to be served by the sanitary
units prescribed by the field service
regulations. In view of the greut bat-
tle losses to he expected in modern
wars, it is a serious responsibility to
rely upon improvised units that must

serve at the front.

“It seems time that a comprehensive
scheme was adopted to keep medical
officers tralned and abreast of the times

in hoth their medico-military and
gtrictly professional duties,

“For some wvears It has been neces-
sary to employ constantly from 20 to
190 mmembers of the Medical Reserve
Corps with troops. It is desirable that

the Medical Corps be large enough to
perform all the duties required {n peace
and any reserve of trained medical
officers be effected in other ways. In
time of war there will be demanda for
medical officers that the corps will be
unable to meet. A sufliclent number to
meet requirements in peace is the best
preparation to meet the demands upon
the medical department in mobilization
and war.”

And this statement iz iilustrative of
the habit of mind of Gen. Gorgas, It is
not the accomplishments of the past,
but the needs of the future, thut
wuge bhis attention.  He 12 build
heulth insurance in the army. He ha
it now where, in his belief, epidemics

of disease 1n any army the nation may

he called upon to put in the field will

not occur as they did in 1398,
ASHMUN BROWN,

The Attraction.

INCE his appearance before the in-
dustrial relations commission the
Junior John D. Rockefeller's life, in-
deed, Las been made almost a burden
to him of late by petitioners—petition-
ers with lofty aims, of course, but bur-
densome for all that,

They are chuckling at “26 Broadway"

over a young man who wvisited Mr
Hockefeller last week. This young
man, # Eraduate of a4 western uni-

versity, said:

“Mr. Rockefelleld, it is plain that yvou
have been greatly misunderstood. Now
that vour philanthropical fdeas are bet-
ter known, T venture Lo ask you- ”

And the yvoung man explained, in very
high-flown language, that he would
like a Standard ©Oil job wherein he
could grow rich quick so that he, too,
might ald in uplifting the downtrodden.

Mr. Rockefeller, regarding the young
man in his calm manner, sald:

“You want some way of growing rich
rapidly. It's not a bad idea. And you
don't want riches for their own sake,
but for the sake of whut you can ac-
complish with them, eb? In other
words !

Here Mr. Rockefeller permitted him-
self a dry little smile.

“In other words,” he ended, "it's the
spending that attracts you."”




